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THE CRITICAL CONNECTION

Georgia’s MS4 Program and Erosion & Sediment Control

To Restore & Maintain
the chemical, physical, & biological integrity of

     the Waters of the US

PRIMARY GOAL 
of Compliance with the NPDES Permit is……
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Fair Use Act Disclaimer
This presentation may contain copyrighted material that has been used under the Fair Use Act 
for purposes such as teaching, research, criticism, or commentary. The NPDES Stormwater 
Training Institute believes this constitutes fair use of copyrighted material as provided by law. 
If you wish to use copyrighted material from this presentation for purposes beyond fair use, 
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.

Copyright 2025
 © NPDES Stormwater Training Institute 
All rights reserved. This presentation and its contents are protected by copyright laws. 
You may:
– Upon purchase, view and download this presentation for personal use.
– Seek permission by NPDES Stormwater Training Institute for any other use not covered here.
Unauthorized use or reproduction of any part of this presentation without prior written 
permission is strictly prohibited.

Legal Disclaimer
NPDES Stormwater Training Institute assumes no responsibility or liability for an error or 
omissions in the content of this presentation material. The information contained in this 
presentation is provided on an “as is” basis with no guarantees of completeness, accuracy, 
usefulness or timeliness and without any warranties of any kind whatsoever, expressed or 
implied. 

GEORGIA
is UNIQUE!

“Being the Only One of it’s Kind;
Unlike Anything Else”

vECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

vNATURAL AQUATIC HABITAT

v“STATE WATERS” Protection

vREGULATORY STRUCTURE
 The Merging of state & federal law

Ø 1975 - GESA LDA Permits 

Ø 2000 - NPDES Permits
• MS4
• Construction

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

is UNIQUE
“Being the Only One of It’s Kind;

Unlike Anything Else”

With nearly a quarter million construction jobs across the state, Georgia 
ranked as the number one state in the nation for construction.

Associated Builders and Contractors.

https://www.nrca.net/RoofingNews/georgia-is-deemed-the-top-state-for-construction-in-2023.12-13-2023.11846/details/story
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Bio M
Macroinvertebrates

AQUATIC HABITAT
is UNIQUE

“Being the Only One of It’s Kind;
Unlike Anything Else”

BIOTA IMPAIRED STREAMS
(Directly Connected to Sediment)

Bio F
Fish

http://www.thelivingriver.org/macroinvertebrates/

Annual Rainfall
Georgia is in the top 6 states

at 50.7"  

www.currentresults.com
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Increased 
Runoff Volume

Increased
Runoff Velocity

Increased
Pollutant Load

THREE
BIG BAD

STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES

Increased 
Runoff Volume

Increased
Runoff Velocity

Increased
Sediment Load

Increased 
Sediment Load
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STATE WATER RULES
are UNIQUE

“Being the Only One of It’s Kind;
Unlike Anything Else”

BUFFERS

Measured horizontally from the point of wrested 
Vegetation by normal stream flow (base flow) 
or wave action.

• 25 Feet  - Warm Water streams

• 50 Feet  - Trout (cold) streams

Coastal Marsh Upland Interface

• 25 Feet – Coastal Marshland

*Local issuing authorities may require additional buffers in local ordinance!

State Law

REGULATORY STRUCTURE
is UNIQUE

“Being the Only One of It’s Kind;
Unlike Anything Else”

NPDES Permits

LDA Permits

NPDES Permit for 
MS4’s & Construction 

Sites
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1975
Georgia Erosion & Sedimentation Act

Model Ordinance 
LDA Permits

Stream Buffer 
Determinations

Manages Local  
Enforcement 

Authority
Certified  Personnel

BMP Standards & 
Specs for BMPs

~322EPD Certifies Local Governments (if they desire) to become
Localized State Law Enforcement Agencies

16

322 LIAs

18
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Stormwater Management Mindset Mistake!
The Timber Harvesting Exemption

  
 

         GENERAL NPDES 
PERMIT NO. GAR100002 

         

 
 
 

 

Authorization To Discharge Under The  
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

Stormwater Discharges Associated With Construction Activity  
For Infrastructure Construction Projects 

 
 

In compliance with the provisions of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act (Georgia Laws 
1964, p.416, as amended), hereinafter called the “State Act,” the Federal Clean Water Act, as 
amended (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), hereinafter called the “Clean Water Act,” and the Rules and 
Regulations promulgated pursuant to each of these Acts, new and existing stormwater point 
sources within the State of Georgia that are required to have a permit, upon submittal of a Notice 
of Intent, are authorized to discharge stormwater associated with construction activity to the 
waters of the State of Georgia in accordance with the limitations, monitoring requirements and 
other conditions set forth in Parts I through VI hereof. 

 
 
This permit shall become effective on August 1, 2023. 
 
This permit and the authorization to discharge shall expire at midnight, July 31, 2028. 
 
 
 
 
       Signed this ____________ 

      __________________________________ 

Richard E. Dunn, Director 
Environmental Protection Division   

06/20/2023
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In compliance with the provisions of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act (Georgia Laws 
1964, p.416, as amended), hereinafter called the “State Act,” the Federal Clean Water Act, as 
amended (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), hereinafter called the “Clean Water Act,” and the Rules and 
Regulations promulgated pursuant to each of these Acts, new and existing stormwater point 
sources within the State of Georgia that are required to have a permit, upon submittal of a Notice 
of Intent, are authorized to discharge stormwater associated with construction activity to the 
waters of the State of Georgia in accordance with the limitations, monitoring requirements and 
other conditions set forth in Parts I through VI hereof. 

 
 
This permit shall become effective on August 1, 2023. 
 
This permit and the authorization to discharge shall expire at midnight, July 31, 2028. 
 
 
 
 
       Signed this ____________ 

      __________________________________ 

Richard E. Dunn, Director 
Environmental Protection Division   

06/20/2023

EXEMPTION ONLY WORKS WHEN 
THENPDES PERMIT DOES NOT APPLY!

1975

GAR100002 –  Infrastructure Construction

GAR100001 – Stand Alone Construction

GAR100003 – Common Development Construction

NPDES 
General Permits for Construction

Check out your state requirements

& 2022.pptx
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THIS SITE DID NOT NEED 
TO SUBMIT A TERTIARY 

NOI…..WHY?

LDA Permits only work
When They’re Complied with & Enforced!

It’s NOT
The Clean Streets Act
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1

2

3

4
5

It’s
The Clean Water Act

STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

STORMWATER
TREATMENT SYSTEM

Changing the Mindset
From Stormwater Management to

Stormwater Treatment

STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT

STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

STORMWATER
TREATMENT SYSTEM

STORMWATER 
TREATMENT

Changing the Mindset
From Stormwater Management to

Stormwater Treatment
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IS IT FAIR TO EXPECT
NPDES PERMIT COMPLIANCE?

LACK OF AWARENESS
BUDGET

SCHEDULE

”Don’t Ever Get Between a 
Man & His Meal”

Dave Chappelle

www.sureswppp.com

SITE PLAN REVIEW
PROCEDURES
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INSPECTION PROGRAM

ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES

The Sediment Our Future is sitting on
Is Not From Natural Erosion

It’s Accelerated Erosion From Construction Sites Without Effectively 
Designed, Installed and/or Maintained BMPs

Enforcement
Less Tolerant of Willing Violations &

More Tolerant of the “Intent to Comply”
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VIOLATION vs DEFICIENCY

“Improving the Efficiency & Effectiveness of 
Compliance Monitoring & Enforcement of 

Environmental Policies” 
  by Cheryl Wasserman

“Improving the Efficiency & Effectiveness 
of Compliance Monitoring & Enforcement of 

Environmental Policies” 
by Cheryl Wasserman

5% will always VIOLATE 
water quality laws.

20% will always COMPLY with 
water quality laws.

75% will only COMPLY with 
EFFECTIVE LOCAL ENFORCEMENT!
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The BMP DEFENSE

COMPLAINT RESPONSE

Model Ordinance Requirement
A Local Issuing Authority must follow a 
Complaint Investigation Process 

• Investigation of the complaint by the Local 
Issuing Authority within 5 business days

• Mechanism for referral of unresolved complaints 
to the EPD

• Monthly log of complaints and inquiries 
including actions taken

Point Source

Certification
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As a
Level 1A Inspector

What Would You Do
To Comply with your Permits?

PERMITTEE Representative 
(Superintendent)

Compliance Inspector

As a 
LIA Level 1B Inspector

What Would You Do
To Enforce Your LDA or NPDES Permit?

REGULATORY INSPECTOR
GAEPD

OR

LIA

As a 
LIA Level II Design Professional

What Would You to Comply with the 
LDA Permit and/or NPDES Permit?
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