GSWC C&

GSWCC Board Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 10, 2026

Erosion Day
UGA Center for Continuing Education
1197 S. Lumpkin Street, Room Q
Athens, Ga

Time And Place of the Meeting:

The Board Meeting for the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Commission was held on Tuesday,
March 10, 2026 in person at Erosion Day and via Zoom.

Call to Order and Invocation:

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bob Martin at 10:00 a.m. Director Attaway gave the
invocation.

The following board members were in attendance in person: Chairman Bob Martin, Edwin Nix, Jason
Winters, and Jim Waters. A quorum was established.

Supervisors in attendance in person: Ellis Lamme, David Schmid, and Louis Young, Gwinnett County
SWCD, and George Kelecheck, Rockdale County SWCD.

Supervisors in attendance via zoom: Deetra Poindexter, Clayton County, and Brian Ponder, Middle
South Georgia,

Partners in attendance in person: Katie Sponberger, GACD.
Members of the Public in attendance in person: John Loughridge

Members of the Commission attending in person Mitch Attaway, Executive Director, Ben Hyer, Rural
Project Manager, Jacquline Holt, Administrative Assistant, Josh Jackwood, Region | Representative,
Jennifer Standridge, Region Il Representative, NancyAnne Conner, Region IlI Representative,
Michelle Conner, Region IV Representative, Ben Roberts, Region V Representative, Leslie Peterson,
Region IV Resource Specialist and Renee Knowles, Region IV Administrative Assistant.

Members of the Commission attending via zoom: Marla Whittington, Financia Analyst, and Greg
Walker, Rural Project Manager.



Approval of Minutes:

Chairman Martin asked for approval of the minutes for the January 28, 2026 meeting. A motion was
made by Edwin Nix to approve the minutes, seconded by Jim Waters, no one opposed, passed, without
opposition.

Executive Director’s Report by Director Attaway:

Human Resources:
Director Attaway stated we have two new incoming employees, Destini Phelps, Region I Administrative
Assistant for Jennifer Standridge and Caitlin Wilson, a plan reviewer with Ben Ruzowicz.

Financial Report:
Director Attaway stated the financials are in good shape.

Old and New Business:
Director Attaway stated that the first round of qualifying for the 2026 election ended on 2/27/26 and we
are getting information for the counties.

Legislative Update:
Director Attaway gave an update on legislation and the budget process.

Conservation Report by Director Attaway:

Appointments and Resignations:
Director Attaway stated there are no resignations

Director Attaway stated there are four supervisors up for appointment or re-appointment. Out of
the 4, 1 is a new appointment for Atkinson County in Mr. Jim’s district of Satilla, all of the other 3 have
very good attendance.

Chairman Martin called for a motion to approve the appointments. There was a motion by Jim
Waters to approve the appointment list, a second by Edwin Nix, and no one opposed, passed without
opposition.

Updates:
Attaway said there have been 4 LIA workshops in Region IV. NRCW signup is coming soon.

URBAN REPORT BY BEN RUZOWICZ:

Updates:

Director Attaway gave the Urban Report because Ben Ruzowicz was hosting Erosion Day. He
said there have been 442 plans reviewed from January 28, 2026 through March 3, 2026. He stated
there have been 134 courses with a total of 1,242 attendees and of that total 733 were re-certifications
and 509 were new certifications.



Rural Report by Ben Hyer and Greg Walker:

See attached report.

Partner Updates:
GACD by Katie Sponberger—See attached

Public Comment:

George Kelecheck and Josh Jackwood discussed erosion and sediment issues across the state
regarding the use of silt fencing.

The next meeting will be May 12, 2026 in person in the Athens, GA office.
Chairman Martin adjourned the meeting at 10:55 a.m.

Respectively Submitted:
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